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cdged the authority of Red Bird, had assembled, with their
wives and children, near the mouth of Bad Axe River. They
received the murderers with exceeding great joy, and loud ap-
probation of their exploit. The keg of liquor was immedi-
ately set abroach, the Red Men began to drink, and, as their
spirits rose, to boast of what they had already done, and in-
tended to do. Two days did they continue to revel; and on
the third, the source of their excitement gave out. They
were, at about four in the afternoon, dissipating the last fumes
of their excitement in the scalp dance, when they descried one
. of the keel-boats before mentioned, approaching. Forthwith
a proposal to take her, and massacre the crew, was made, and
carried by acclamation. They counted upon doing this with-
out risk; for they had examined her on the way up, and sup-
posed that there were no arms on board.

Mr. Lindsay’s boats had descended the river together as far
as the village of Wa-ba-shaw, where they expected an attack.
The Dakotas on shore were dancing the war-dance, and hailed
their approach with insults and menaces; but did not, never-
theless, offer to cbstruct their passage. The whites now sup-
posed the danger over, and a strong wind at that moment be-
ginning to blow up stream, the boats parted company. That
which sat deepest in the water had the advantage of the under
current, and, of course, gained several miles in advance of the
other.

So strong was the wind, that all of the force of sweeps could
scarcely stem it, and, by the time the foremost boat was near
the encampment, at the mouth of the Bad Axe, the crew were
very willing to stop and rest. Ome or two Frenchmen, or half-
breeds, who were on board, observed hostile appearances on
shore, and advised the rest to keep the middle of the stream;
but their counsel was disregarded. Most of the crew were
Americans, who, as usual with our countrymen, combined a
profound ignorance of Indian character with a thorough
contempt for Indian prowess. They urged the boat directly
toward the camp, with all the force of the sweeps. There

were sixteen men on deck. It may be well to observe here,
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